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   Forres Friends of Woods and Fields (Nick Molnar) – Application 19-11 

 Class P5 from Anderson’s school collecting acorns in the cleared woodland 
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Background: In 2013 Statkraft, owners of the Berry Burn Wind Farm agreed to set up a 

Community Fund. Over a series of meetings, the proposed Fund Members discussed and 

finalised details and together with Statkraft, were able to sign off the Constitution on the 

29thAugust 2014. This allowed the Berry Burn Community Fund to be formally launched and 

to invite applications for funding from within the agreed zoned area.  

 

The role of the Fund Members is set out in the Constitution. 

 

What are the Fund’s objectives, in which zones does it operate and who can apply for 

funding? 

 

The Fund’s objectives are to fairly and reasonably disburse funds resulting from the receipt 

of the Annual Grant, which takes the form of an annual payment to the Fund from Berry 

Burn Wind Farm Limited, company number 04511914 (‘BBWFL’). Statkraft, who own 

BBWFL, paid £190,208.38 in 2020 and this payment shall increase (but not decrease) 

annually in line with the RPI. The payment shall be for the general benefit of the public living 

within the Community Council boundaries of Forres, East Nairnshire, Grantown-on- Spey, 

Cromdale & Advie, Speyside, Heldon, Findhorn and Kinloss, Finderne and Dyke Landward, to 

be disbursed by the Fund as the Fund sees fit.  

 

The Fund can comprise up to eleven members of the general public selected from within the 

designated operating zones, together with one representative of Statkraft.  

 

Applications are open to members of clubs, societies or groups operating within the 

relevant zones and looking for financial support.   Applications from individuals will also be 

considered, provided that those applications demonstrate a clear benefit to the wider 

community.  Assistance can be offered to small local businesses, for capital equipment or to 

business start-ups which focus on environmental, educational, health, welfare or community 

improvements and outdoor activities.  

 

 

How often does the Berry Burn Community Fund make awards? 

Funding rounds currently take place three times a year. Dates can be found on the Berry 

Burn Community Fund website at http://berryburncommunityfund.co.uk/timetable/ 

 



 
     

 3

Berry Burn Community Fund Zones 

 

How are applications made? 

Any organisation wanting to apply for funding will need to submit an application form, along 

with a copy of their complete and independently-examined accounts, including a balance 

sheet, for the past two years, three competitive quotes and a copy of the organisation’s 

Constitution.   All paperwork must be submitted by email to 

admin@berryburncommunityfund.co.uk  

Additional information can be found, together with the necessary application forms, on the 

Berry Burn Community Fund website: www.berryburncommunityfund.co.uk 
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Who makes the funding decisions? 

 

There are currently eleven members of the Berry Burn Community Fund, all unpaid and 

based within the Fund zone. They share a commitment to improving community life within 

the area. Vacancies for Fund members occasionally arise, and are advertised on the 

Community Fund’s website and in the local press 

 

 

How do the Fund members make their decisions? 

 

Applications are judged fairly and equally, based on the information supplied on the form 

and the accompanying documentation. A Fund member is appointed, after the closing date, 

to review and report on each application and will ask the applicant for any extra background 

information, should it be required.  

 

 

Can an applicant re-apply if unsuccessful first time round? 

 

Any applicant rejected for funding is welcome to re-apply at a later date, unless previously 

advised by the Administrator that they do not meet the criteria for funding. 

 

 

Will the Community Fund let applicants know why an application was unsuccessful?   

 

The Fund is not obliged to advise unsuccessful applicants of the reason behind the rejection 

of their application. If, however, the reason for rejection was a failure to include the 

necessary supporting documentation, this may well be highlighted in the rejection email. 

 

 

Who are the Fund Members? 

 

Jana Hutt (Chair) 

David Swan (Vice Chair) 

Harvey Morton (Treasurer) 

    

Sharon Robinson Sally Gingell       

Graham Hilditch  Graham Murdoch   

Alec Laing  Jim Beveridge  

Douglas Cowie  Peter Scullion 

    

Who is the Fund Administrator? 

 

Alison Clark 
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Chair’s Report 2020 
 

My tenure as chair coincided with the first Coronavirus national lockdown and as I write 

this, we have started the second. This has been a very difficult time for our communities, 

although it has seen groups spontaneously coming together for help and support. We 

continued our thrice-yearly funding rounds but also set up a COVID-19 emergency fund. This 

distributed small amounts of money quickly to give support where it was needed most. We 

are very grateful to tsiMoray for administering the Moray element of the fund on our 

behalf. The Moray Funders Forum, of which we are members, was set up as a result of the 

pandemic. This provides the opportunity for a co-ordinated approach to local emergencies 

and lists other local funding sources which could help our applicants. 

I am grateful to Statkraft for their grant from the Berry Burn Wind Farm profits of £190,208 

in the last year. Grantscape undertook a five year review of our activities in September on behalf of 

Statkraft. Whilst there is always room for improvement, they were pleased with our running 

of the Community Fund. I am so grateful to our Administrator, Alison Clark, for all the 

additional work she has done this year, as well the normal Fund activities. Lastly, but not 

least, I should like to thank our Fund Members. We have all learned to work remotely and 

carry out our meetings through Zoom. Our Fund Members are dedicated individuals who 

give their time willingly to ensure a fair allocation of funds amongst the many applications 

we receive in this most difficult of years.  

We all look forward to a better 2021. 

Dr Jana Hutt 

BBCF Chair 

December 2020 

 

Treasurer’s Report 2020 

 

This year the Fund awarded 32 Grants totalling £207,630.15 along with 14 Emergency         

Covid payments of £4,730.00. This year was the first full year of ‘digital banking’ using 

electronic transfers and is marked by a single payment being made by cheque, a great 

saving in time, travel and postal expense. 

The fund finances are in a sound condition and carry forward a small balance into 2021 

Receipts      Payments 

Balance b/f 1st January £174,903.32  Awards £166,129.88 

Statkraft Grant  £190,208.38  Liabilities £173,512.79 

Repayment   £       200.00  Admin  £    8,425.13 

Balance        £  17,243.90 

Total    £365,311.70    £365,311.70 
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Grant Usage     Health and Welfare  13    

    Education     6   

    Community Improvement 10 

    Individual Ed/Sprt/Cultural   2 

    Local Business     1 

    Total    32 

                                      

The full accounts and financial records will be examined by a suitably qualified and 

independent service in the New Year. 

Harvey Morton 

BBCF Treasurer  

December 2020              

 

 

Administrator’s Report 2020 

2020 has been a challenging year for everyone, the Berry Burn Community Fund included, 

resulting in increased demands on the Fund Office Bearers and the Administrator. The 

administration workload alone increased by 50% during 2020, due mainly to the challenges 

presented by Covid-19 on BBCF projects and the extra work involved in the production of 

information at various stages for the Grantscape review.  Thanks to the Fund Office Bearers 

who have also contributed many extra hours this year dealing with the additional demands 

as well as the handling of an emergency fund created especially to help communities during 

the first few months of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Otherwise the administration of the Fund is running smoothly and processes will hopefully 

be even more streamlined after the improvements recommended by the Grantscape 

Review.  These will be discussed and agreed by the Fund before being implemented in the 

first few months of 2021. 

Positive and extensive local press coverage throughout the year has again reflected well on 

the work of the Fund, with not only details of each award round, but also in numerous 

follow up articles, in the Forres Gazette especially, highlighting the development of various 

projects and acknowledging the contribution made by the Fund. 

Alison Clark 

BBCF Administrator 

December 2020 
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Funding Awarded in 2020 

 

Round 18 – February 2020. Funding Awarded: £91,640.00 

Friends of Blairs Loch £20,000.00 for the redevelopment and extension of the stable building at Loch 

of Blairs into a field study classroom/meeting room 

Leanchoil Trust £10,000.00 for Community Impact Assessment and Business Planning 

Grant Hall Rothes £10,000.00 to install double glazing units to reduce heat loss and increase the 

efficiency of heating systems 

Grantown Museum & Heritage Trust £10,000.00 to undertake a community led project focused on 

Strathspey in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 

Findhorn Bay Arts £8,000.00 towards the costs of staging the 2020 Findhorn Bay Festival: venue 

hire, local accommodation for performers/technicians, hire of vintage bus for transport and tours 

 Wild Things! £7,500.00 towards the purchase of a new minibus with disabled accessibility features 

Grantown YMCA £6,000.00 towards the installation of a fire alarm system in the building which is 

compliant with current fire regulations 

Forres & District Mens Shed £5,000.00 towards the purchase and installation of a dust extraction 

system in their workshop 

                                              

Friendly Access £5,000.00 to provide SwimABLE and SurfABLE Scotland sessions 

Forres & District Pipe Band £3,840.00 to meet the costs of fees for tuition on the Pipes and Drums 

Strathspey Camanachd £2,000.00 towards funding for ongoing pitch letting costs for matches and 

training in the 2020 season 

Lucy Evans £1,500.00 to purchase of air pistol to progress shooting performance 

Edinkillie Community Association £1,400.00 towards running costs of the hall (namely, electricity 

and insurance) for the period of 12 months 
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Round 19 – June 2020.  Funding Awarded: £61,789.00 

 
Forres Heritage Trust Ltd £20,000.00 to carry out restoration and repair work to the external fabric 

of the Forres Tolbooth 

 

                                                
 

Moray School Bank £15,000.00 to provide school uniforms for children living in poverty in the BBCF 

area 

 

Forres Friends of Woods and Fields (Nick Molnar) £11,100.00 to eradicate invasive laurel and 

rhododendron, creating a new area of attractive woodland in the heart of Forres for public access 

                              

 

Cairngorms Orchestra £5,400.00 to purchase three timpani, (also known as kettledrums), of 

different sizes and tuned to different pitches 

Moray Concert Brass £4,109.00 to buy percussion instruments for the band 

 

The Grantown Society £3,680.00 to purchase of two portable water bowsers and thirty hanging 

baskets to enhance Grantown on Spey’s community street floral displays 

Marie Curie Moray & Strathspey £2,500.00 towards nursing services 
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Round 19a – Emergency Covid-19 Funding 2020.  Funding Awarded: £4,730.00 

Moray Food Plus £350.00 to work with Aberlour Community Association and Dyke Landward 

Community Council to provide food support to vulnerable people within their own communities. 
 

Alzheimer Scotland £500.00 to provide increased the level of support available through 24-hour 

Freephone Dementia Helpline to help people with dementia and their carers. 
 

Moray Handy Person £250.00 to provide practical assistance to vulnerable people in Moray through 

a network of volunteers, mainly providing shopping deliveries and making befriending telephone 

calls.  
 

FACT £500.00 to produce and deliver leaflets with essential information for households, including 

financial support, health information, contacts for COVID groups, mental health contacts and safety 

information. 
 

Cromdale & Advie Community Council £400.00 to fund a team of volunteers providing collection 

and delivery of food prescriptions and offer a support system and befriending service. 
 

T-Exchange, Moray Makerspace £600.00 to provide 3D printed headbands and acetate face shields, 

focussing initially on the health centres, sheltered housing, care homes and home care services.  
 

Marie Curie £500.00 to provide critical PPE for frontline staff to ensure we can continue to give 

choice in place of death for those patients that it is safe to do so in their own home. 
 

Quarriers Arrow Service £230.00 to distribute essential food to those isolating/ shielding, suffering 

food poverty, seeking refuge as well as those coping with the challenges related to drug and alcohol 

addiction within Moray including the Forres community. 
 

Forres Covid-19 Mutual Aid Network £250.00 to deliver fresh flowers to reach people who: are 

struggling but it has been difficult to connect with or offer support; are struggling emotionally and/ 

or are isolated from family and friends; are struggling with their mental health. 

 

 
 

Craigellachie Village Council £200.00 for electrical costs to move defibrillator from Craigellachie 

Hotel (which is locked due to current restrictions) to more accessible location at village hall. 
 

Ability Net £200.00 to provide free helpline for technology advice and information for disabled and 

older people and free online expert resources including factsheets, webinars and step by step 

guides. 
 

Forres Area Credit Union £250.00 to provide a ‘face to face’ service so that members on benefits can 

have access  to their finances allowing saving and withdrawing funds for daily living. Advice and 

support for completion of forms to access grants for food and essential items during the COVID 

crisis.  
 

Grantown Primary School Parent Council £300.00 to provide greater access to all-weather outdoor 

education by purchasing a Coleman Shelter. 
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Round 20 – October 2020.  Funding Awarded: £60,312.85 

Dulaig Park Renovation (Grantown Initiative) £19,621.75 to renovate Dulaig Park in Grantown on 

Spey 

Moray Firth Credit Union  £17,160.00 to promote and support the work of Moray Firth Credit Union 

Ltd by salaries for two part time staff to focus on the effects of the COVID pandemic 

Strathspey Camanachd £4,000.00 for match funding towards the employment of a club 

development officer to promote and develop the sport of shinty 

Strathspey Works £3,250.00 towards the installation of a more efficient, cost effective and lower 

carbon heating system 

Nature 4 Health  £3,000.00 towards funding two “Branching Out” mental health recovery 

programmes, in Sanquhar Woods Forres and Quarrel Wood, Elgin 

Social Enterprise  Academy  £3,000.00 towards providing three fully funded online learning 

programmes for leaders of community organisations in the fund area, to enable them to lead their 

organisations through the challenges of the current pandemic 

Grantown Grammar School £2,791.70 to enter into Highland Northern Stars competition 

Barbara Spicer £2,850.00 for the purchase of a hot tub with access/entry steps for the purpose of 

vital hydrotherapy for disabled daughter as Forres Hydrotherapy pool is closed 

Grantown Swim Club £2,000 towards ensuring provision of consistent training, volunteering 

opportunities and the opportunity for future swimmers to enjoy the club 

Forres Footpaths Trust £1,200.00 to create map of all the current walking routes identified and 

described by Forres Footpaths Trust on their website. The map will then be printed on 3 panels of 

vandal proof material 

Jasmin Robertson £985.00 to purchase of class legal Laser Radial sail plus suitable winter sailing kit 

Speyside High School, Aberlour, £454.40 to fund project designed to encourage reading for pleasure 

in line with the First Minister's Reading Challenge by providing every second year pupil with a book 

of their own 

                                         Total Awards made 2020 - £212,360 

Total Awards made 2019 - £154,625 

Total Awards made 2018 - £175,578 

Total Awards made 2017 - £189,171 

Total Awards made 2016 - £163,313 

Total Awards made 2015 - £207,726 

                                                  Total Awards made 2014  -  £80,627 


