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Background: In 2013 Statkraft, owners of the Berry Burn Wind Farm agreed to set up a 

Community Fund. Over a series of meetings, the proposed Fund Members discussed and 

finalised details and together with Statkraft, were able to sign off the Constitution on the 

29thAugust 2014. This allowed the Berry Burn Community Fund to be formally launched and 

to invite applications for funding from within the agreed zoned area.  

 

The role of the Fund Members is set out in the Constitution. 

 

What are the Fund’s objectives, in which zones does it operate and who can apply for 

funding? 

 

The Fund’s objectives are to fairly and reasonably disburse funds resulting from the receipt 

of the Annual Grant, which takes the form of an annual payment to the Fund from Berry 

Burn Wind Farm Limited, company number 04511914 (‘BBWFL’). Statkraft, who own 

BBWFL, paid £181,216.00 in 2018 and this payment shall increase (but not decrease) annually 

in line with the RPI. The payment shall be for the general benefit of the public living within 

the Community Council boundaries of Forres, East Nairnshire, Grantown-on- Spey, Cromdale 

& Advie, Speyside, Heldon, Findhorn and Kinloss, Finderne and Dyke Landward, to be 

disbursed by the Fund as the Fund sees fit.  

 

The Fund can comprise up to eleven members of the general public selected from within the 

designated operating zones, together with one representative of Statkraft.  

 

Applications are open to members of clubs, societies or groups operating within the 

relevant zones and looking for financial support.   Applications from individuals will also be 

considered, provided that those applications demonstrate a clear benefit to the wider 

community. 

 

How often does the Berry Burn Community Fund make awards? 

Funding rounds currently take place three times a year. Dates can be found on the Berry 

Burn Community Fund website at http://berryburncommunityfund.co.uk/timetable/ 
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Berry Burn Community Fund Zones 

 

How are applications made? 

Any organisation wanting to apply for funding will need to submit an application form, along 

with a copy of their complete and independently-examined accounts, including a balance 

sheet, for the past two years, three competitive quotes and a copy of the organisation’s 

Constitution.   All paperwork must be submitted by email to 

admin@berryburncommunityfund.co.uk  

Additional information can be found, together with the necessary application forms, on the 

Berry Burn Community Fund website: www.berryburncommunityfund.co.uk 
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Who makes the funding decisions? 

 

There are currently eleven members of the Berry Burn Community Fund, all unpaid and 

based within the Fund zone. They share a commitment to improving community life within 

the area. Vacancies for Fund members occasionally arise, and are advertised on the 

Community Fund’s website and in the local press 

 

 

How do the Fund members make their decisions? 

 

Applications are judged fairly and equally, based on the information supplied on the form 

and the accompanying documentation. A Fund member is appointed, after the closing date, 

to review and report on each application and will ask the applicant for any extra background 

information, should it be required.  

 

 

Can an applicant re-apply if unsuccessful first time round? 

 

Any applicant rejected for funding is welcome to re-apply at a later date, unless previously 

advised by the Administrator that they do not meet the criteria for funding. 

 

 

Will the Community Fund let applicants know why an application was unsuccessful?   

 

The Fund is not obliged to advise unsuccessful applicants of the reason behind the rejection 

of their application. If, however, the reason for rejection was a failure to include the 

necessary supporting documentation, this may well be highlighted in the rejection email. 

 

 

Who are the Fund Members? 

 

David Houldsworth (Chair) 

David Swan (Vice Chair) 

Harvey Morton (Treasurer) 

    

Graham Hilditch  Sharon Robinson    

Jana Hutt    Alec Laing     

Graham Murdoch  Jim Beveridge 

Sally Gingell   Douglas Cowie  

    

Who is the Fund Administrator? 

 

Alison Clark 
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Chairman’s Report 2018  

 

 

During the year we have awarded £175k to 34 causes throughout the area qualifying for 

assistance from the Berry Burn windfarm Community Fund. It was my pleasure to take over 

the Chair from Eddie Tomkinson in January and I would just like to add my own personal 

appreciation to Eddie for all that he did to Chair the fund through its first three full years of 

operation. We appreciate the commitment of Statkraft who operate Berry Burn to our local 

community and their continuing donations into our fund. The further expansion of 

windfarms remains a controversial issue for the County but the creation of Community 

Funds funded from the profits of their operation enable community groups and in some 

case individuals to benefit from a substantial source of funds that would not otherwise be 

available.  

Since our inception in 2014 we have now made awards totalling over £814,000. In 2018 

these included projects across our area. I would highlight: 

• the Sanquhar Dam renovation project which has contributed to a substantial 

amenity area within reach of a large part of Forres 

• The Grantown and District Twinning Association helping to maintain links with their 

friends in France 

• The Dava Way which provides a pedestrian and cycle route between Forres and 

Grantown  

• Rothes Tennis Club on Speyside, as well as other sports groups  

• …..and an adapted trike for one resident with particularly demanding mobility issues 

Further and full details are given elsewhere in the Report.  

I would like to record my thanks to our Administrator Alison Clark, our treasurer Harvey 

Morton and to all the other Fund Members who give so freely of their time and abilities. 

Without them we would not be able to operate at all!  

Best wishes for 2019.  

 

David Houldsworth, BBCF Chairman 

December 2018 
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Treasurer’s Report 2018 

 

First of all I must thank David Swan, the immediate past Treasurer, for handing over a 

complete and clear set of records, and for his advice and guidance during and after the 

handover.                                                                                                                                               

The year provided 34 Awards totalling £175,578,50 and the Fund finances are in good 

condition carrying forward a small balance of £ 19,708.37  into the next year. This is the 

balance of the Bank account at 31st Dec 2018 less outstanding liabilities to Grantees, 

uncleared cheques and, provides a sound financial base for the Committee to work from in 

2019.  

 

IN                                                                             OUT 

Balance b/f 1/1/18     £127,973.52            Awards paid   £172,323.88 

Statkraft Grant            £181,216.00           Liabilities        £107,636.49 (Grants awarded yet unpaid) 

                                                                         Admin              £    9,520.78 

                                                                         Balance            £  19,708.37 

Total                           £309,189.52                                 £309,189.52 

                                 

The full accounts and financial records will be examined early in the New Year by a suitably 

qualified independent examiner.  

 

Harvey Morton, BBCF Treasurer  

December 2018.               
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Administrator’s Report 2018 

 

Following the updating of Fund protocol and applications’ data processing documents at the 

end of last year and beginning of this, the administration of the Fund is now running very 

smoothly. Some tweaking on the Application Form has also clarified the process for 

applicants and most applications are now received complete and correct. The Completion 

Report introduced at the end of last year for each applicant to submit with their end of 

project documents is also working well. This report includes a short paragraph from the 

applicant which is then incorporated on the Berry Burn Community Fund website, together 

with photographs of the project where possible. On the Awards page of the website, where 

Completion Reports have been submitted there is a link to the project and photographs. 

The Berry Burn Community Fund Awards Record is now updated regularly on Dropbox and 

enables Fund Members to see at a glance the progress of each project, payments made, 

completion due dates, etc., from Round 1 onwards.  This document is not the record of the 

Fund’s income and expenditure which is held and maintained by the Fund treasurer. 

Local press coverage this year has been quite extensive, with not only details of each award 

round, but also numerous follow up articles, in the Forres Gazette especially, highlighting 

various projects and acknowledging the contribution from the Berry Burn Community Fund. 

 

Alison Clark, BBCF Administrator 

December 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
     

 8

Funding Awarded in 2018 

ROUND 12 – February 2018. Amount awarded: £52,882.50 

 
Strathspey Thistle Football Club: £10,000 towards the replacement of a mower to maintain the 

pitch and grounds to SFA standards 

Moray Hydrotherapy Pool: £8,585 to convert an unused space into an additional disabled changing 

room 

                     
 

Forres Area Community Trust:  £7,720 to employ an Older Person’s Co-ordinator to support 

Cameron’s Champions Befriending Project 

 

Forres Thistle Football Club:  £7,500 towards the refurbishment of shower areas in the dressing 

rooms 

 

Wild Things: £8,820: towards the purchase of a 4WD vehicle for transporting the children, young 

people and vulnerable adults participating in their courses into natural environments  

 

Forres Youth and Families Outreach: £4,000 to continue funding the outreach programme  

 

The Dava Way Association:  £3,420.00 to purchase a wood chipper for the ongoing maintenance of 

the Dava Way 

 

Moravian Orienteering Club:  £3,000 towards the replacement of electronic orienteering equipment 

 

                                  
 

Rothes Community Ltd:  £1,840.00 for the repairs to the Rothes Visitor Centre 

 

Grantown & District Twinning Association:  £1,290 for local transportation of visiting French 

delegates 

 

St Laurence Church Congregational Board:  £568.50 to document and print the history of the St 

Laurence Church site in Forres 
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Nairn Synchronised Swimming Club:  £500 towards funding of a training weekend with coaching by 

an ex-GB international synchro swimmer 

 

The T-Exchange:  £459 toward the purchase of equipment for plastics recycling project in Forres 

 

ROUND 13 – June 2018. Amount awarded: £62,072.00 

Friends of the Falconer Museum:   

£12,933.00 to support a community archaeological excavation on Cluny Hill, Forres 

 

                        
  

Forres Area Credit Union: 

£10,800.00 to employ a Schools Savings Scheme Development Worker to extend the Schools Savings 

Project 

 

Moray Inshore Rescue Organisation: 

£10,000.00 towards the cost of replacing the current life-saving rescue boat 

 

Moray School Bank: 

£9,750.00 to provide school uniforms for children living in poverty in the Berry Burn Community 

Fund area 

 

Forres & District Pipe Band: 

£7,500.00 to provide uniforms for the newly formed Forres & District Youth Band 

 

Edinkillie Community Hall: 

£5,600.00 to replace 2 wooden fire escape doors with UPVC doors   
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Speyside Paddlers: 

£2,000.00 towards the purchase of kayaks, equipment and trailer 

 

Forres in Bloom: 

£1,810.00 to provide fencing for security and shelter at Victoria Road nursery and garden area 

                                              

Willow Tree Allotments Association: 

£700.00 towards pre-development planning and legal costs in development of an allotments site in 

Grantown. 

Duffus Spynie & Hopeman Church of Scotland:  £979.00 to purchase two wheelchair accessible 

picnic benches for Spynie Kirk carpark 

 

 

ROUND 14 – October 2018. Amount awarded: £60,624.00 

ReBOOT (Moray Computer Recycling):   

£12,650.00 to purchase premises & equipment for creative upcycling and plastic recycling research 

  

Dyke & Edinkillie Parish Church: 

£10,000.00 towards the cost of phase 2 of Dyke Church Access for the Future Project, providing 

disability-compliant and improved facilities in Dyke Church Hall  

 

Coyote Initiatives CIC: 

£7,216.00 to purchase equipment for outdoor based creative projects using music, sound and film 

 

Speyside Community Car Sharing Scheme: 

£6,000.00 to enable the continuation of providing an affordable, on request volunteer transport 

service 

 

Sanquhar Dam Renovation Group: 

£5,500.00 to continue works around the dam, to maintain and make the facility more accessible  

 

Findhorn Village Conservation Company: 

£5,000.00 towards the construction of an accessible path along the village side of Findhorn Bay 

 

Forres Bowling Club: 

£3,500.00 towards the purchase of a new mower 
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Friendly Access: 

£4,880.00 to provide SwimABLE and SurfABLE sessions for children who have barriers to mainstream 

sessions and/or barriers to being active 

 

Brogan Hall: 

£2,878.00 for the purchase of an adapted trike to enable greater mobility and interaction with the 

community 

 

Rothes Tennis Club: 

£1,500.00 for electrical improvements to the clubhouse 

 

 

Total Awards made 2018 - £175,578 

Total Awards made 2017 - £189,171 

Total Awards made 2016 - £163,313 

Total Awards made 2015 - £207,726 

                                                  Total Awards made 2014 -  £ 80,627 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


